Comparison of urinary tract infection in calcium oxalate and calcium phosphate stone formers.
To compare the frequency of urine infection in calcium oxalate and calcium phosphate stone formers, we reviewed charts from patients whose last renal stone submitted for analysis was predominantly composed of calcium phosphate in 118 and of calcium oxalate in 223. Positive cultures were commoner, but not significantly, in the phosphate than the oxalate stone formers, both in men (17 vs. 7.6%) and women (22 vs. 15%). Bacteria frequently producing urease were found in only 4% of the phosphate group. Urine leucocytes were slightly more frequent in the oxalate group for men and significantly so for women. The results do not support the concept that calcium phosphate stones are mainly due to infection with urease-producing or other bacteria.